CBO Health Equity Funding Program: Theory of Change

The Public Health Equity Fund is an investment in communities to improve health equity in Oregon. OHA partners with CBOs,
who center community strengths, needs, and wisdom. CBOs work to ensure that groups impacted by past and current harms
and injustices can fully access and utilize public health services to live happier and healthier lives.
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Definitions

Social determinants of health

The social determinants of health (SDOH) are
the conditions in the environment that affect
our overall health and quality of life!

Health Equity

The equitable distribution or redistribution
of resources and power; and recognizing,
reconciling and rectifying historical and
contemporary injustices.?

Culturally-specific & Community-specific

Led by individuals from the community served,
using language, structures and settings
familiar to the members of the community.?

Health inequities

Differences in health that are not only
unnecessary and avoidable but, in addition,
are considered unfair and unjust. Health
inequities are rooted in social injustices

that make some population groups more
vulnerable to poor health than other groups.*

Equitable distribution

The equitable distribution or redistribution
of resources and power; and recognizing,
reconciling and rectifying historical and
contemporary injustices.”

Historically marginalized communities

Can include people of color, women, LGBTQ+,
low-income individuals, prisoners, the
disabled, senior citizens, and many more.
Many of these communities were ignored

or misrepresented in traditional historical
sources.®

Root Causes

Differences in health that are not only
unnecessary and avoidable but, in addition,
are unfair and unjust.’
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